
From the Vicar 
 
And so, we enter Advent. An Advent that will feel very different as we prepare for a 
Christmas that will also feel very different. 
 
The pandemic and resulting social isolation has created a culture of fear, loneliness 
and uncertainty, whilst at the same time revealing the very best of humankind. I also 
know that for many, the news of my departure has come as a blow. I promise to be a 
listening ear if you felt you would like to talk to me and share how you are feeling 
and I would encourage you to do so. Know above all that you are loved, valued and 
cherished. 
 
Nevertheless, I do understand that for some, carrying on with ‘church as usual’ in 
light of all these circumstances and when there is an uncertain future can feel a bit 
hollow. And yet, regardless of the world, the church or a vicar, we are here for one 
man: Jesus Christ. Christina Rossetti wrote that ‘heaven cannot hold him, nor earth 
sustain’:  so too can no pandemic limit him. He is faithful and true and he will never 
leave us.  
 
As such, this Advent, perhaps more than ever before, gives us the opportunity to 
hold onto that truth of the coming Messiah – Emmanuel – God With Us. That does 
not mean we pretend all is well, indeed, far from it. Right now, we must remember 
that Biblical tradition of the Psalms of giving voice to our pain and lament. 
 
But as we lament we encounter the contradictory, yet sustaining, promise of the 
hope of Emmanuel. This is not a vain and foolish hope, rather it is the ‘assurance of 
things unseen,’ the concrete and tangible hope of the embodied saviour. I would 
encourage you then to use these days to spiritually prepare and make space in your 
hearts and lives. There are a few practical suggestions listed at the bottom of this 
letter. 
 
Of Advent, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote:  
 

‘we prepare to witness a mystery. More to the point, we prepare to witness 
the Mystery, the God made flesh. While it is good that we seek to know the 
Holy One, it is probably not so good to presume that we ever complete the 
task, to suppose that we ever know anything about him except what he has 
made known to…..He cannot be comprehended, but he can be touched. His 
coming in the flesh – this Mystery we prepare to glimpse again – confirms that 
he is to be touched.’ 

 
I pray this Advent, as we are unable to touch, and embrace and be with one another, 
we may all look forward through our tears to the one who touches the world and our 
hearts. 
 
May God bless you all, 

 



 
 
Some practical ways of using Advent to prepare for Christmas: 
 

1. Devote yourself to some daily ‘spiritual reading.’ There are a list of 
suggestions available at New for Advent 2020 (hymnsam.co.uk) (Just click the 
link).  
I can also highly recommend:  

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer ‘God Is In The Manger’ 
- Alfred Depp ‘Advent of the Heart.’ 

 
 

2. Regularly check Facebook to see encouraging messages from our church and 
beyond about what ‘God With Us’ means to them. Do drop me a message if 
you would like to contribute to this. 
 

 
3. Clergy from across the Church of England have been contributing to an online 

hub of resources, including music, poems, reflections. I would really 
encourage you to visit it at: https://adventonline.faith/  

 
 

https://adventonline.faith/

