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St John’s Community Questionnaire  
Executive Summary  

• Both the congregation and the community were strongly in favour of building upon 
our current identity as a diverse and inclusive church with a traditional Anglo-
Catholic style of worship.  

• Both the congregation and the community strongly support our reconnecting with 
the Carrington community and surrounding areas.  

• Answers particularly reflect the congregation’s anxiety around receiving sufficient 
staff support from the diocese to fulfill our mission and meet our growth potential.  

Respondent Backgrounds 
85 responses were for inclusion in the analysis. Responses were sought out via links in the 
pew sheet, paper copies posted to members without internet access, and posts on church 
social media and web accounts. The response period ran for approximately one month 
between mid-April and mid-May. Of the responses included, 43 (50.6%) came from those 
who consider themselves to be a ‘current member’ and 42 (49.4%) responses came from 
the wider community. 
 
Of current members, the vast majority (81.4%) do not have young children. Of the 
community members, roughly a third (33.4%) have young children. The remaining 
community respondents were fairly evenly split between partnered and single households 
without children. Almost all respondents (95.2%) from the community live within walking 
distance of the church.  

1. Our Identity in the Congregation and in the Community  
 

What Defines Us? 
When it comes to what defines us as a community of faith, broad similarities exist between 
current members and the wider community. Responses are presented in order of 
preference among current members: 
 

Identity Congregation (N=43) Community (N=42) 

Being a Friendly and Social 
Community 

88.4% 81.0% 

Hosting Community Activities and 
Services 

83.7% 83.3% 

Welcome Diverse Backgrounds, 
Identities, and Abilities 

81.4% 81.0% 

Holding an Anglo-Catholic style of 
Worship 

74.4% 14.3% 

Having a Family-Friendly 
Atmosphere 

69.8% 50.0% 

Providing Kid’s Church and Youth 
Activities 

51.2% 21.4% 
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Families with Children 
Of the 43 current member respondents, only 7 indicated that they had children of an age 
suited for Kids Church and youth activities. All 7 indicated scheduling clashes as the main 
reason for not taking part in previous children’s offerings.  

• One highlighted that participating with their children was easier when Kid’s Church 
happened at the same time as adult services, rather than as a separate event. An 
additional member of the congregation expressed concern about “screen activities in 
front of young age children.”  

 
Of the 42 community member respondents, 15 indicated that they had children of an age 
suited for Kids Church and youth activities. 4 of the 15 indicated scheduling clashes as the 
main challenge to taking part. 6 indicated that they were unaware when events were taking 
place. 2 indicated that events were not appealing to their family.  

• 2 offered their own answers, related to feeling welcome. One of them mentioned 
not feeling welcome during a previous experience and underscored the need for new 
parents to feel welcome; another suggested that kids church activities seemed “only 
for the children of regular worshippers.”  

 

Willingness to Help Out and Take Part 
All current members indicated a willingness to help out with various activities. Responses 
are presented in order of current member preference (N=43), cross-referenced with the 
community responses (N=42). 
 

Event Willingness to Help 
Organise 

Willingness to Take 
Part 

Traditional Worship and Prayer 53.5%  19.0% 

Community Fairs and Markets 51.2% 69.0% 

Social Events 37.2% 57.1% 
Community Arts and Theatre 
Events 

32.6% 71.4% 

Community Café  20.9% 71.4% 
Food Bank 20.9% 28.6% 

New Types of Worship Services 18.6% 14.3% 

 

A Call to Community Leadership  
Community members offered a variety of perspectives on how they would like to St John’s 
provide more leadership in Carrington and the wider Nottingham area. Responses are 
presented in order of community member preference (N=42). 
 

Area of Leadership Level of Community Support 

Meeting Space and Support for Local Groups 78.6% 

Efforts to Reduce Poverty and Deprivation 76.2% 

Environment Sustainability and Climate Action 69.0% 

Welcoming Diverse Racial and Ethnic Backgrounds 61.9% 

Equality of Diverse Sexual and Gender Identities 57.1% 
Supporting Local Public Health and Well-Being 52.4% 
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Connecting with Other Local Faith Communities 40.5% 
Additional Responses 7.2% 

 

2. Looking to the Future  
 

Our Greatest Fears 
40 members provided insight onto areas of concern for us to focus on. All answers are 
provided in the appendix at the end of the document. Among the most popular themes 
were the following:  

• How we can preserve both our inclusive atmosphere and Anglo-Catholic identity, 
whilst also maintaining a supportive relationship with the diocese (12 respondents) 

• The need for a (full-time) vicar (8 respondents)  

• Maintaining and building our position within the community (6 respondents) 

• The confluence of our return from COVID alongside the stresses of the interregnum 
(6 respondents)  

 

Our Greatest Hopes 
39 members provided insight onto areas of hope for the future. All answers are provided in 
the appendix at the end of the document. Answers were more wide-ranging than in the 
previous section, but some commonalities were the following:  

• Retaining our traditional Anglo-Catholic worship style, while also trying out new 
kinds of informal (café) worship 

• Rebuilding our involvement in the direct community of Carrington with more 
community events and support for local groups in need of meeting space, but also 
expanding our reach to neighbouring areas like Sherwood and Mapperley Park 

• Continuing our focus on diversity and inclusion within the congregation 
 

What the Community Seeks from Us 
22 community members also made suggestions for how we can support them. A number of 
answers (12) focussed on various ways that we can welcome the community through non-
religious events, fairs, and the support of the food bank. Additional, specific answers are 
provided in the appendix at the end of the document.  

3. Returning from Online Worship  
 

Online or in person?  
Each event below was scored from 1 to 5, with 5 indicating a preference for exclusively in 
person and 1 indicating a preference for exclusively online.  
 
The distributions suggest a preference for Sunday Eucharist, social events, and other 
business meetings to return to an in-person format. Morning and evening prayers should 
remain online. Preschool Praise, Bible Study, and Wednesday Eucharist contained mixed 
results. 
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A. Preference for In-Person  

 

 
 

B. Mixed Preferences 

 

 
 

C. Preference for Online   
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Compiled by the Communications and Marketing Group  
Will Daniel  
John Coggin 
Tony Hipkins  
Ray Hotson 
Esther Turner 
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