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This weekend, the Diocese has been joining in the One Life Mission, 

An opportunity to meet people and tell them of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

To tell his story. 

I am all about story, 

I love hearing peoples’ story, 

And I love telling people of the story of Jesus. 

And today, in that spirit, I wanted to share what Jesus’ story at its core, 
means to me. 

I begin with a quote from one of the most famous stories in history, 

Written by J RR Tolkien and adapted into an astonishing trilogy of films 
by Peter Jackson, 

The Lord of the Rings is an opus, fall of Christian imagery and themes. 

Near the end of the third book, The Return of the King, the evil forces of 
Mordor are about to swarm the city of Minas Tirith. 

Amongst the valiant defenders are a small hobbit named Pippin and the 
wise white wizard Gandalf. 

As the doors are about to give way to the rampaging orcs and trolls, 
Pippin turns to Gandalf and says ‘I never thought it would end this way.’ 

And, Gandalf, surprised, replies with this: 

“End? No, the journey doesn't end here. Death is just another path, one 
that we all must take. The grey rain-curtain of this world rolls back, and 
all turns to silver glass, and then you see it. 



St. John’s Carrington 
15th September 2019 
Rev 21. 1-7, Luke 15. 11-32 
On the occasion of the ‘OneLife’ Diocesan Mission
 
And Pippin replies: ‘What? Gandalf? See what?’ 
 
GANDALF: White shores, and beyond, a far green country under a swift 
sunrise. 

Well, says Pippin, that isn't so bad. 

No, says Gandalf. No, it isn't. 

Pippin, has a life to look forward to. 

One day, we too shall have that life, 

One day, we too shall see those white shores, that distant sunrise, 

One day we too shall discover for ourselves thatpromise in Revelation 
when all tears shall be ended, all sorrow wiped away. 

One dayas the lyrics of And Can It Be which we will sing at the end 
remind us, we too shall boldly march before the eternal throne when the 
resplendent son of man sits and claim the crown of life, the crown of 
righteousness. 

But above all, one day we shall be face to face with our risen Lord andI 
believe with all my heart he shall look deep into us, smile, and bid us 
welcome. 

That really isn’t so bad. 

One day... 

But why wait til then? 

Have we not seen,though through a mirror dimly, those white shores on 
the horizon now?  
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Have we not seen, though through a mirror dimly, that distant sunrise 
shine into the fabric of our beings now? 

Have we not glimpsed, thoughthroughamirror dimly, the joyful freedom of 
that stillness of eternity now? 

Heaven is a glorious thing to look forward 

The doors opened by the salvation bought by Christ, 

But it is also a salvation that we can experience now. 

Because of the inbreaking of God into world history,  

in the incarnation, 

In the crucifixion and Resurrection, 

Heaven has broken into our world today, here and now. 

At my ordination as Deacon, we were told that deacons are to be 
watchful for the signs of God’s Kingdom. 

I will always be a deacon, watching for the sign’s of the Kingdom, 

And that is a call that in many ways is hard to do now. 

The world seems darker than ever. 

Evil seems closer, 

Intolerance, oppression and violence seems stronger each day. 

And yet I look around and see God at work. 

He is at work when the stranger is welcomed. 

He was at work yesterday when someone came into simply to have a 
space to weep. 
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He was at work in my lifelong atheist friend who admitted to me the other 
day that he prayed. 

He is at work in the mission of charities and churches that seek to serve 
and embolden the weakest in society. 

He is at work in the single sinner who comes forward in repentance.  

God’s Kingdom IS breaking through. 

And we must always remember, that it in spite of the need to tell the 
story, 

In spite of a desire to grow disciples Wider Younger Deeper, 

It is God’s Kingdom. 

Not mine. 

It is His mission. 

And I don’t play my part in that mission by my own strength, 

I do it in His. 

I do it by grace. 

Grace. 

Grace is the most astonishing thing that has ever happened to this little 
blue green planet in the uncharted backwaters of the unfashionable end 
of the western spiral arm of the galaxy.  

(If you know where that quote is from I’ll be very impressed). 

The story of Jesus is one of grace: 
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Freely given by God in and through Christ. 

Grace says we are loved now, not by what we do or what we accomplish, 

But because of God’s love for us. 

The story of the prodigal son is a powerful display of the grace: 

Even before the son reaches home, 

Before he has uttered any words, 

The father runs to greet him, even when he is far off. 

His is a grace that is not saved for the future, 

But is given now. 

God runs to meet us, even when we were far off. 

We err if we think grace is only about opening the door of heaven and 
letting us in, 

We make a mistake if we reserve the language of ‘being saved’ as 
meaning being only being saved into after death, 

For although this is true,  

And is a glorious Gospel, 

I suggest there is also adeeper truth,  

A deeper magic as C S Lewis writes in the Narnia stories. 

The truth is: we experience salvation daily,  

We experience a fullness of life now: 

When we turn back to that God of grace and allow our own foolish ways 
to fall aside we touch on that salvation, 
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When we embrace our fellow human as a neighbour rather than being 
defined by difference we experience that salvation, 

When we see Christ in the face of our enemies then we experience that 
salvation. 

When we stop thinking we are defined by what we do and allow our 
identities to be found supremely in Christ weexperience that salvation. 

When we, in our own small way, become like the father in that parable 
and freely forgive, then we experience that salvation. 

And above all, when we find and remember our worth in Christ, then we 
are saved. 

The great medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas wrote that humans were 
created to find their true fulfilment only in knowing God. 

A thousand years before him, St. Augustine famously wrote ‘our hearts 
are restless til they find their rest in you.’ 

How right they both were. 

Thomas Wesley though put it best for me, in that glorious hymn ‘And 
Can It Be’ when he says: 

“long my imprisoned spirit lay’  

This was me: defining myself by my career, 

By what I achieved in my own right. 

But it didn’t fill the void, 

Despite my successes I found no peace, 

Until Christ found me, 
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Or more accurately: until I allowed myself to be found. 

In that moment, as the hymn says, ‘I woke, the dungeon filled with light, 

My chains fell off, my heart was free.’ 

The grace of Christ saved me from myself, 

I knew in that moment I was loved as I was, 

Not in what I did. 

And from that moment I followed. 

I often stray,  

I often forget. 

I often fail to forgive. 

I often fail to repent. 

I often block that grace, determined to do things my way. 

But it is then that I need to return to that grace, 

To come before the Lord in prayerful repentance  

And remember that His grace is constantly being worked up in me. 

Moulding me and transforming me every moment of my life.  

Without that grace every moment of every day we will fall, 

And worse, we will start doing things my way, convinced that I am doing 
God’s will. 
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The most powerful words we can ever say are ‘your will be done. Your 
Kingdom come.’ 

So my brothers and sisters, go boldly, to love and serve the Lord: 

And know this: 

God’s grace is real, and true, 

It is a grace that loves you more than you could ever know, 

A grace that holds you and treasures you, 

A grace that constantly asks you to turn back to Him. 

And a grace that by the power of the Spirit is longing to transform you. 

It is a grace that compels us to stand at the foot of the cross, 

And as we look up our masks and pretences fall away by the power of 
that grace, 

And because of grace we are biold enough to gaze upon Him, and with 
humility and trembling we would gaze into his most precious eyes and 
ask ‘why would you do this?’ 

And with such love and tenderness, He would reply ‘I did it for you.’ 

That really isn’t so bad. 

Amen. 

Rev. James Pacey


