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St. John’s Carrington 
Midnight Mass 

 
 

Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church 
 

St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed and 

valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality. 
 

Whether this is your first time or whether you have been coming for years,  
we are delighted to welcome you. 

 
We prepare for worship by being still, recalling God’s presence with us. We have a 
foyer where greetings may be exchanged before entering the liturgical space, and 

we encourage you to use the time before the service in prayerful preparation. 
 

Gluten-free altar bread is available for those who need it and alchohol free wine. 
Please ask the priest at the distribution. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mass setting: ‘Mass of the Bread of Life’ – Margaret Rizza 

The service is led by the Revd. James Pacey 
 
We say together the words in bold print. 
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From the rear of the church: 
 

Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord.  
All  Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a manger. 
 
 From eternity to eternity you are God, 
All  and now we see you as a newborn child. 
 
We say together the words in bold print. We stand to sing. 
 
CAROL 

1. Once in Royal David’s City, 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby, 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little Child. 

 
2. He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
3. For He is our childhood's pattern; 

Day by day, like us, He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles, like us He knew; 
And He cares when we are sad, 
And he shares when we are glad. 
 

4. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above: 
And He leads His children on, 
To the place where He is gone. 

 
5. Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 
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THE GATHERING AND WELCOME 

Grace, mercy and peace from  
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 

All and also with you. 
 
We remain standing as the priest introduces the service. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth:  
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy.  

All Lord, have mercy.  
 

Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:  
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy.  

All Christ, have mercy.  
 
 Spirit of love, 

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:  
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of His Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA 

Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;  
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;  
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth.   
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer, receive our prayer, receive our prayer.  
 
You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory, the glory, the glory of God the Father.   
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen, Amen. 
 

Please remain standing as the priest introduces a period of silent prayer.  
 

THE COLLECT 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration  
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 
 

 Eternal God, who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, 
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 52.7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion.  
Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
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The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SECOND READING: Hebrews 1.5-14  
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
‘You are my Son; 
   today I have begotten you’? 
 
Or again, 
‘I will be his Father, 
   and he will be my Son’?  
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  
7Of the angels he says, 
‘He makes his angels winds, 
   and his servants flames of fire.’  
8But of the Son he says, 
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 
   and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom.  
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’  
10And ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
   and the heavens are the work of your hands;  
11 they will perish, but you remain; 
   they will all wear out like clothing;  
12 like a cloak you will roll them up, 
   and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
   and your years will never end.’  
13But to which of the angels has he ever said,‘Sit at my right hand 
   until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’?  
14Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those 
who are to inherit salvation? 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand for the Gradual Carol. 
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GRADUAL CAROL  

1.   On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring; 
on Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring: 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 

 
2.  Then why should we on earth be sad, 

since our Redeemer made us glad? 
Then why should we on earth be sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin He set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty? 

 
3.  All out of darkness we have light  

Which made the angels sing this night  
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night  
"Glory to God and peace to men  
Now and forevermore. Amen." 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,  
I bring you news of great joy;  
This day a Saviour has been to us, Jesus Christ the Lord!" 

All    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,  
 

The Lord be with you,  
All       And also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
All       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
THE GOSPEL: John 1.1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 

  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
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gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you, O Christ, for this your holy Gospel. 
 
After a prayer we sit for the sermon. 
 

THE SERMON 

After the sermon we stand to declare our faith. 

 

THE CREED 

All    We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
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is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
After, we kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

Let us pray for the world and the Church, and thank God for his goodness. 
 
The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All    Hear our prayer 
 
After the names of the departed have been read out: 

 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  

All    and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
The prayers may conclude with: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou amongst women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen 

 
Merciful Father,  

All    accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
We stand for the Peace. 
 

THE PEACE  

This holy night the angels sang, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’  
    
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

All and also with you. 
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We greet one another with the Peace of  Christ by offering each other a hand in 
greeting saying "the peace of the Lord be always with you” and the reply “and also 
with you”. 
During the next carol, a collection will be taken for Emmanuel House. 
THE OFFERTORY CAROL 

1.  O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
Come and behold him 
Born, the King of angels: 
         O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

2.  God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb  
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
     O come, let us adore him, 

      O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

      Christ the Lord. 
 
3. See how the shepherds, 

Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 

O come, let us adore him…  
 

4. Lo! Star-led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 
offer him incense, gold and myrrh; 
we to the Christ child 
bring our hearts' oblations: 

O come, let us adore him… 
 
The gifts are received. 
 
We remain standing for the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer. The prayer is 
printed in full below if the responses are unfamiliar, although we encourage you to 
observe and prayerfully listen to the liturgy. 
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PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Word made flesh, life of the world,  
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.  

All    Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (B) 

The Lord be with you  
All    And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,  
and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary  
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us.  
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. Therefore   
with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:  
 

All Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:  
Glory to God in the highest:  
          O come, let us adore him, 

      O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

      Christ the Lord. 
 
Please sit or kneel. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All    Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
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We stand for the final verse of ‘O Come All Ye Faithful. 
 

 Yea, Lord we greet thee! 
 Born this happy morning, 
 Jesu, to thee be glory given. 
 Word of the Father,  
 now in flesh appearing  

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

     Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world.  

All    God here among us,  
light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 
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INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

 Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
All    Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
We receive communion in a circle around the altar. All are very welcome.  
If you would prefer a prayer of blessing, please do come up but keep your hands in 
front of you. We remain in the circle until all have received.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold! 
Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heaven's all gracious King! 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing. 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

 
3. O ye beneath life's crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow; 
Look now, for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing; 
Oh rest beside the weary road 
And hear the angels sing. 

 
4. For lo! the days are hastening on, 

By prophet bards foretold, 
When, with the ever-circling years, 
Shall come the Age of Gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling, 
And all the world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 
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1.   Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.   Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the Saviour is born. 

3. Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God love's pure light. 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
--- 

 

1. What Child is this who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing; 
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,  
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 
2.    Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 
3.  So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 

Come peasant, king to own Him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise a song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God our Father, 
in this night you have made known to us again  
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 
until the day dawns 
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.  

All    To Him be glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Father of all, 
All    we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We stand. 
 
THE BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

 
The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 
 

May the Father, 
who has loved the eternal Son 
from before the foundation of the world,  
shed that love upon you his children.  

All     Amen.  
 

May Christ, 
who by his incarnation gathered into one  
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with joy and peace. 

All    Amen.  
 
May the Holy Spirit, 
by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer,  
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.  

All     Amen.  
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And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All     Amen.  
 
We remain standing to sing the final carol. 
 

FINAL CAROL 

1.   Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King,  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled.  
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies;  
With th’angelic host proclaim,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King.  
 

The figure of Jesus is laid in the manger and blessed by the priest. 
 
God our Father, 
on this night 
your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 
for us and for our salvation: 
bless this crib, 
which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 
may all who see it be strengthened in faith 
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 
who is alive and reigns for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:  
Hail, the incarnate Deity,  
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King.  

 
During the final verse, the altar party leaves. 
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3.  Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace: 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness. 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

  
________ 

 
Voluntary: Preludes on the tune “Mendellsohn” – Hark the Herald 

 
______ 

 
A very Merry Christmas to you!  

 
You would always be welcome at any of our services. 

 
Services this week 

 

Christmas Day 10am Eucharist for Christmas Day 

Sunday 28th December 10am Parish Eucharist 
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Church Contacts 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Vicar 

 
 

Minister 

The Revd. James Pacey 
0115 779 9468 

revjamespacey@gmail.com 
(working days, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 

– this may need to be changed on occasion) 
Susi Artis                  

0115 910 3003 / 07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com 

Parish Assistant Rachael Pacey    07729 682294 
stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

Churchwardens Susi Artis           0115 910 3003   07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com  

Philip Glanfield   0115 9626826   07921 589 621 
philip.glanfield@me.com 

Deputy 
Churchwardens 

Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, John Glover, Ray Hotson 

Organist: Shaun Hooper 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Jane Harwood 
safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com 

Caretaker Pete Chilvers:    07584 097 003 
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