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St. John’s Carrington 
Parish Eucharist and Christingle service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
15th December 2019 

In Advent, we begin a time of waiting and watching: waiting for Christ’s birth  
and return and watching for the signs of the Kingdom. 

 
We light four Advent candles as a reminder of those who prepared the way for  

the coming of the Christ. The third candle focuses on John the Baptist: the one 
preparing the way of the Lord. Today also servers as our Christingle service, which is 

used to reflect on God’s love for the world in Jesus, the light of the world.  
The Christingles will be assembled during the service. 

 
Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church 

St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed and 

valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality. 
 

Whether this is your first time or whether you have been coming for years,  
we are delighted to welcome you. 

 
We prepare for worship by being still, recalling God’s presence with us. We have a 

foyer where greetings may be exchanged before entering the liturgical space, and we 
encourage you to use the time before the service in prayerful preparation. 

 
Gluten-free altar bread is available for those who need it and alchohol free wine. 

Please ask the priest at the distribution. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mass setting: Schubert in Eb 

The service is led by the Revd. James Pacey 
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A prayer before the service begins:  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We say together the words in bold print. We stand to sing. 
 
HYMN 

1.  On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh. 
Come then and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings! 

 
2.  Then cleansed be every Christian breast 

and furnished for so great a guest! 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3.  For thou art our Salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward. 
Without  thy grace  our souls must fade, 
and wither like a flower decayed. 

 
4. Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 

and make us rise, to fall no more. 
Once more upon your people shine 
and fill the world with love divine. 

 
5.  All praise, eternal Son, to thee  

whose advent sets thy people free. 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
and Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen. 

 
THE GATHERING AND WELCOME 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 

All and also with you. 
 

We remain standing as the Vicar introduces the service. 
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Lord Jesus,  
light of the world,  
you came down from heaven  
and entered our world as a child,  
born of the Virgin Mary. 

All Open our eyes, that we may see your light today. 
 
Lord Jesus,  
from the crib to the cross  
you stood among the people who had the least  
and suffered the most 

All Open our eyes, that we may see your light today. 
 
Lord Jesus,  
you promise that when two or three are gathered in your name  
you are there in the midst of them. 

All Open our eyes, that we may see your light today. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
John told the people to prepare, 
for you were very near. 
As Christmas grows closer day by day, 
help us to be ready to welcome you now. 

All Amen. 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear, 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

cf. John 1.23 
Lord, we have forgotten you and the light that you bring, 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord we have forgotten to be a light to those around us 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
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Lord, we have failed to live the way of your light, 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
Please remain standing as the priest introduces a period of silent prayer.  
 
THE COLLECT 

God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice,  
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING:   Isaiah 35.1-10 
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
   the majesty of our God. 

 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’ 

 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
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6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  

 
8 A highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
   but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand for the Gradual, standing and facing the Gospel as it is processed.  

 

GRADUAL HYMN 

1.   
Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

2.  
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee: 
joyless is the day's return, 
till thy mercy's beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

3.  
Visit then this soul of mine; 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 
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The Lord be with you,  
All    And also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 11.2-11 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 
you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you, O Christ, for this your holy Gospel. 
 
After a prayer we sit for the sermon. 
 

THE SERMON 

During the sermon, the Christingles are lit and the Christingle prayer is said. The 
candles remain lit until after the next hymn. 

 

All    Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
As we hold these Christingles 
and think about your great love for us, 
help us to become a light 
bearing that love to others. 
Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 
After, we kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All    Hear our prayer 
 
After the names of the departed have been read out: 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  
All    and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
The prayers may conclude with: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 
Merciful Father,  

All    accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

We stand for the Peace. 
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THE PEACE  
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

All and also with you. 
 
We greet one another with Christ’s Peace by offering each a hand in greeting saying 
"the peace of the Lord be always with you” and the reply “and also with you”. 
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN 

1. It's rounded like an orange, 
this earth on which we stand; 

and we praise the God who holds it 
in the hollow of his hand. 

So Father, we would thank you 
for all that you have done, 

and for all that you have given us 
through the coming of your Son. 

 
2.  A candle, burning brightly, 
can cheer the darkest night 
and these candles tell how Jesus 
came to bring a dark world light. 
So Father, we would thank you… 
 
3. The ribbon round the orange 
reminds us of the cost; 
how the Shepherd, strong and gentle, 
gave his life to save the lost. 
  So Father, we would thank you… 

 

4.  Four seasons with their harvest 
supply the food we need, 
and the Spirit gives a harvest 
that can make us rich indeed. 
 So Father, we would thank you… 

 
5. We come with our Christingles 
to tell of Jesus' birth 
And we praise the God who blessed 
   us 
by his coming to this earth. 
  So Father, we would thank you 

   
We remain standing for the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer. The prayer is 
printed in full below if the responses are unfamiliar, although we encourage you to 
observe and prayerfully listen to the liturgy. 
 
PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All    All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you  
All    And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Lord of all life, 
you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish 
At Christmas you came, 
The Light of the world, 
To shine in all dark corners of the world, 
And reminds us that we are all your children. 
 
You made us all, 
each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels 
and sing your praise: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
We sit or kneel. 

 
We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 
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On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 
 
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 
 
Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, 
through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As we await our coming Saviour, 
  Let us pray as He has taught us: 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come; 
your will be done; 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 
Now and forever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All    Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread 
 

AGNUS DEI 

All    Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Miserere nobis, miserere nobis, 
O Lamb of God, O Lamb of God, 
Donna nobis pacem. 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

We receive communion in a circle around the altar. All are very welcome. We 
remain in the circle until all have received though if standing for long periods is 
tricky, do feel free to return to your seat. 
 
If you would prefer a prayer of blessing, please do come up but keep your hands in 
front of you. During Communion we sing: 
 
1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 
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3. Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light… 
  
4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone.  

Christ, be our light… 
 
5. Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light… 
 

After all have received, we hold a time of stillness.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, O Lord for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  

All    we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 
NOTICES including the handing over of the Posada.  
 
The following prayer is said: 
 
 Almighty God, 

As the incarnate Word journeyed from heaven to earth 
out of love for your creation, 
and as Mary and Joseph journeyed with the Christ child, 
so too do we pray that those who journey with the Posada 
may so catch a glimpse of your splendour, 
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that their hearts and minds may be renewed by the same light  
that we journey toward in these weeks of Advent. 
In the name of the Word incarnate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 
FINAL HYMN

1. The Spirit lives to set us free, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
He binds us all in unity, 
Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
2. Jesus promised life to all, 

Walk, walk in the light. 
The dead were wakened by his call, 
Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

3. He died for us on Calvary, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
To save the lost like you and me, 
Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
4. We know his death was not the end, 

Walk, walk in the light. 
He gave the Spirit to be our friend, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord. 
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5. The Spirit lives in you and me, 
Walk, walk in the light; 
His light will shine for all to see, 
Walk, walk in the light.  

Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
help us to believe in the gift of your presence. 

All Give us the light of faith. 
 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
help us to trust in the gift of your presence. 

All Give us the light of faith. 
 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
help us to love you present in one another. 

All Give us the light of faith. 
 
THE BLESSING 

We go into the world 
to walk in God’s light, 
to rejoice in God’s love 
and to reflect God’s glory. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.  
 

As we await our coming Saviour,  
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Voluntary: Preludes on the tune “Winchester New” 
Do stay for tea, coffee and a chat! 

___________ 
NOTICES 

James’ Parish Days 
This week will be Tuesday and Wednesday. 
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The Carrington Nativity  
Is happening this Friday and Saturday! Do get your tickets and please encourage 
someone who does not yet know of the story to join you. Do please keep us all in 
your prayers as we stage this exciting venture. If you can help with Front of House, 
please speak to Jacquie. 
 
Arline Ther RIP 
Arline died peacefully on 22nd November. She was known to many in church. Her 
funeral is on Friday 20th December at St. Barnabas Cathedral, Derby Road followed 
by her cremation at Wilford Hill. There will be refreshments served for those not 
going to the crematorium. She requested that there were no flowers but for any 
donations to go to the Royal National Institute of Blind People. 
 
Parish Lunch – 2nd February 
Stan and Jacquie have very kindly offered to provide a lovely lunch again for us 
after Mass. Do please sign up on the sheet at the back, noting any dietary 
requirements.  
 
Emmanuel House 
From January for a month, we will be welcoming Emmanuel House and members of 
the city’s homeless community as St. John’s serves as a Winter Shelter. Our guests 
will be with us every night in January from 9pm-8.30am. This is a hugely important 
part of our mission and our welcome. 
 

Services & events this week 
 

Tuesday 17th December 
9am 

12pm  

 
Morning Prayer 
Midday Prayer 

Wednesday 18th December 
9am 

10am 
 

12-2pm 

 
Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion  
followed by refreshments 

Carrington Community Café 

Thursday 19th December 
9.30am-11am 

 
Toddlers 

Friday 20th December 
7.30pm 

 
The Carrington Nativity 

Saturday 21st December 
7.30pm  

 
The Carrington Nativity 

Sunday 22nd  December 
10am  
6pm 

 
Parish Eucharist 

Carol Service 
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Church Contacts 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Vicar 

 
 

Minister 

The Revd. James Pacey 
0115 779 9468 

revjamespacey@gmail.com 
(working days, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 

– this may need to be changed on occasion) 
Susi Artis                  

0115 910 3003 / 07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com 

Parish Assistant Rachael Pacey    07729 682294 
stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

Churchwardens Susi Artis           0115 910 3003   07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com  

Philip Glanfield   0115 9626826   07921 589 621 
philip.glanfield@me.com 

Deputy 
Churchwardens 

Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, John Glover, Ray Hotson 

Organist: Shaun Hooper 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Jane Harwood 
safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com 

Caretaker Pete Chilvers:    07584 097 003 

stjohnschurchcarrington          St_JohnsChurch1 
Email: stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

 

www.stjohnscarrington.org.uk 
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