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The Baptism of Christ
January 10* 2021

This morning we give thanks for Christ’s own baptism where he identifies with fallen
humanity and where the Father affirms his calling and identity.

Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church
St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed
and valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality.

This is a very unusual time for the Church where, once again, we can't
physically be with one another and though the Eucharist will be offered for us
all from inside the church.

As ever, wherever we are, as the Body of Christ and by the power of the Holy
Spirit we are united in fellowship with one another and with the whole
company of heaven. As such, whether you are reading this on your own or
following along on the live-stream we are delighted to welcome you.

THE GATHERING AND WELCOME
% In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.

The Lord be with you.
All  and also with you.
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Source and fount of all creation,
pour your Spirit from above

on the bearers of your image,
offspring of a human love.
Human hopes and human graces
break beneath the weight of sin;
fear and envy wrench asunder
world without and self within.

Human love is unavailing
counter-weight to sin and strife;

love of God alone can hold us

on the way that leads to life.

Praised be God, whose Son our Saviour
human nature has restored,

living, dying, raised in glory,

to the likeness of its Lord.

Trace, O Christ, salvation's pattern,
God and sinner reconciled,

in an all-embracing story:

new creation, new-born child.

Word incarnate, world's Redeemer,
here in us your work repeat,

signed and sealed your own for ever,
till the pattern stands complete.

Christ our universal Saviour,

nature's poet, nature's priest,

through life's troubled waters bring us
to the Eucharistic feast,

where rejoicing saint and sinner
praise the Lord of time and space,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

fount of being, source of grace

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

The grace of God has dawned upon the world

through our Saviour Jesus Christ,

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.

Let us confess our sins.

God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:

cf. Titus 2.11-14




All

All

All

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

ABSOLUTION

All

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT

O God, who by the leading of a star
Heavenly Father,




at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognize him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

All  Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

THE FIRST READING: Genesis 1.1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there
was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

This is the word of the Lord
All  Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Acts 19. 1-7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, 'Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ “Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that
is, in Jesus.’ “On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord

Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied— ’altogether there were about twelve of
them.

This is the word of the Lord
All  Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: Mark 1.4-11
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All  Glory to you, O Lord.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. °I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’




9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. ""And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

All

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY BAPTISM

All

All

All

God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more.

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
Who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise

for your gift of water in creation;

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters,

bringing light and life;

for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,

baptized in the river Jordan.

We bless you for your new creation,

brought to birth by water and the Spirit,

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children,
washing away our sins.

May your holy and life-giving Spirit

move upon these waters.

Restore through them the beauty of your creation,
and bring those who are baptized

to new birth in the family of your Church.

Drown sin in the waters of judgement,

anoint your children with power from on high,

and make them one with Christ

in the freedom of your kingdom.

For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

ACT OF PENITENCE

God of truth,
you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us;
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All

All

All

All

All

All

All

look in mercy on your people.
From all our sins, O Lord:
wash us, and we shall be clean.

We have broken the pledges of our baptism,
and failed to be your disciples.

From all our sins, O Lord:

wash us, and we shall be clean.

Though we are saved by Christ

and dead to sin through the deep waters of death,

we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life.
From all our sins, O Lord:

wash us, and we shall be clean.

We have shown indifference to those in need

and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth.
From all our sins, O Lord:

wash us, and we shall be clean.

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember
your repeated forgiveness of our sins.

From all our sins, O Lord:

wash us, and we shall be clean.

Today we rejoice and give thanks

because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan.
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism
for the remission of our sins.

From all our sins, O Lord:

wash us, and we shall be clean.

Almighty God,

in our baptism you have consecrated us

to be temples of your Holy Spirit.

May we, whom you have counted worthy,
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith,
and worship you with upright lives;

through Jesus Christ.

Amen.




THE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit

and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
The following response may be used:

Lord, in your mercy
All  Hear our prayer

After the names of the departed have been read out:




Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord
All  and let light perpetual shine upon them.

The prayers may conclude with:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.
All  Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Merciful Father,
All  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

THE PEACE
God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All  and also with you.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, for us to see Jesus interceding for us;
may we be willing to share his baptism,
ready to share his cup and strengthened to serve him for ever.

All  Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itis right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just,

our duty and our salvation,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

You celebrated your new gift of baptism

in signs and wonders at the Jordan.

Your voice was heard from heaven




All

All

to awaken faith in the presence among us

of your Word made flesh.

Your Spirit was seen as a dove,

revealing Jesus as your servant,

and anointing him with the oil of gladness

to preach the good news to the poor.

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven,
we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven

for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Jesus Christ is Lord:

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

You are the Saviour of the world.




All

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All

By the power of the Holy Spirit,

let us pray with confidence as He has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

All

God'’s holy gifts

for God'’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The liturgy for spiritual communion:

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church,

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated,
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I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.

I present to you my soul and body with the wish

that they may always be united to you.

And since I can not now receive you in this sacrament,

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.

I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Let nothing ever separate you from me.

May I live and die in your love. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord of all time and eternity,

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:

by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Al Amen,
NOTICES
Almighty God,
Al We give you thanks and praise for our life together.

Fill us all Good Lord, with your Spirit of Love

and as you have fed us with the bread of heaven,
so make us one in hearts and mind,

in Jesus Christ our lord. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

THE BLESSING

All

All

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water

welling up to eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory;
% the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

We have come to Christ, the living water.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.

1. God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year,

God is working his purpose out, and the time is drawing near;

nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,

when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.
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2.  From utmost east to utmost west wherever feet have trod,
by the mouth of many messengers goes forth the voice of God,
'Give ear to me, ye continents, ye isles, give ear to me,
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.’

3.  What can we do to work God's work, to prosper and increase
the love of God in all mankind, the reign of the Prince of Peace?
What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the
sea?

4.  All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-time till God gives life to the seed;
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the
sea.
Coffee will take place on Zoom at 11.30am.

NOTICES

James’ Parish Days
This week will be Monday, Wednesday and Sunday.

Bible Study
This Wednesday, 7pm-8pm.

Food Bank

A huge thank you to Susi for leading the steer on our Food Bank. The current plan is
for it to run every Wednesday between 11am and 12pm. There currently is no
referral system, so people just need to turn up. Do help us spread the word!

Services and events this week

This evening
7pm Vestry Hour
Monday 11* January
6pm Evening Prayer via Zoom
Tuesday 12" January
10am Live-streamed Morning Prayer
Wednesday 13" January
10am Live-streamed midweek Eucharist
1lam Zoom coffee
11-12pm Food bank
6pm Evening Prayer via Zoom
7pm Bible Study
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Thursday 14" January

10am

Live-streamed Morning Prayer

Friday 15" January

6pm

Evening Prayer via Zoom

Sunday 17" January

10.00 Parish Eucharist
(also live streamed)
11.30am Zoom coffee
Church Contacts
MINISTRY TEAM
Vicar The Revd. James Pacey

Associate Priest
Licensed Lay
Minister
Church Army

Evangelist

Children &
Families’ Worker

0115 779 9468
revjamespacey@gmail.com

David Jones
urbanrover@googlemail.com

Susi Artis
0115910 3003 / 07903 115327
se.artis@ntlworld.com

Denis Tully
denistully@gmail.com

Lindy Jones
lindyadel@hotmail.co.uk

Parish Assistant

Currently vacant: please contact Susi Artis

Churchwardens

Susi Artis 0115910 3003 07903 115327
se.artis@ntlworld.com

Asela Premachandra
asela.stjohnscarrington@gmail.com

Deputy wardens

Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, Ray Hotson

Organist Shaun Hooper
Safeguarding Jane Harwood
Officer safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com

Caretaker

Pete Chilvers: 07584 097 003
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