
St. John’s Carrington
The Feast of All Saints 
Luke 6.20-31/Ephesians 1.11-end
Yr C.
Rev. James Pacey

It was in the 9th century that Pope Gregory IV declared November 1st as the day for 
Christians to remember those saints and martyrs throughout history.

The more recent former pope, Pope John Paul II described All Saints as the day that 
‘invites us to turn our gaze to the immense multitude of those who have already 
reached the blessed Homeland, pointing us to the road which leads to that 
destination.’

Which of those many men and women, recognised by the church throughout history 
stand out?

Perhaps it is Saint Francis, who devoted his life to service and caring for creation.

Or Saint Paul, who following that conversion on the road to Damascus devoted his 
life to bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles.

Or maybe it is Saint Teresa, committing her life to serving the poor on the streets of 
Calcutta.

Perhaps it is the newest Saint, John Henry Newman.

What is it about these men and women that is so compelling? 

Why venerate them?

It is because they provide the model and the inspiration of what it looks like to devote 
one’s life wholly to God.

The saints are not saints because they did great things but rather because they 
allowed God to accomplish great things through them.

The Saints are venerated because they are the ones who have been utterly open to 
God’s Holy Spirit at work within them.

They are truly inspirational people.

And yet in catholic theology, the saints are more than just examplars of faith. 

More than glorified role models if you will.

The Saints are alive in God – as the final hymn says ‘we feebly struggle, they in glory 
shine, yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.’
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Catholic theology teaches that the Saints are constantly bringing the intercessions 
and the prayers of those on earth to God.

Thomas Aquinas, that great Catholic philosopher and theologian wrote that the 
Saints, as the ones who have reached the blessed homeland, through their prayers, 
play a real and active role in the ongoing sanctification of those on Earth.

‘Sanctification’ – it is the theological concept of becoming more and more like Christ 
through faithful obedience to Him and the work of the Holy Spirit.

He writes: ‘while we who remain in the body are pilgrims from the Lord, we should be 
brought back to God by the saints who are between us and him.’

In Aquinas’ theology, the Saints serve as mediators between those on earth and God 
in heaven.

But, as Anglicans we cry, we need no mediator, we have Jesus.

This is true and correct.

Jesus is the great High Priest,

It is Jesus blood that has opened for us the gates of heaven,

And the official teaching of the Anglican church is that we pray with the saints, rather 
than to them, but nevertheless, as the letter to the Hebrews so clearly states, we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.

We are surrounded by those who have gone before us,

Who have been sanctified and are now glorified,

And for Aquinas, praying to the Saints is not because God is insufficient, but actually 
that His grace can be worked through the Saints.

For Aquinas, the Saints are not only praying for us, their proximity to God as the 
ones resting in his glory means it is unending ceaseless prayer.

How often in life do we ask a friend to pray for us?

To know that someone else is praying when our own prayers feel insufficient is 
powerful,

How much more then is to know that a saint who rests in the immediate glory of God 
is praying for us?
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And that prayer is so needed for the church here on earth  - the church militant - in 
its ongoing journey of sanctification.

There is the risk that ‘focusing on the immense multitude who have reached their 
destination’ to use John Paul’s words, we forget the second part: ‘pointing us to the 
road which leads to that destination.’

As the eyes of the church turn heavenward to the Saints in glory, so too does it then 
turn earthbound to the saints here and now.

Because all who have been baptised into the Lord Jesus Christ, are also saints.

And praise God for that, because the Saints are not just those who have achieved 
glory, a select group of special or perfect people,

The Saints are the ordinary and the normal, 

They are the teacher and the politician,

The house-husband and the celibate.

The street cleaner and the landowner,

The school pupil and the retired

All have been called by Christ, and like the Saints, all have been called into that life 
of saintly living.

To live a life of holiness – however that may look, an individual calling, but part of the 
wider body.

The newest Saint, John Henry Newman, beautifully put it like this:

'God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work 
to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may never know 
it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of 
connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I 
shall do His work. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a 
preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His 
commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown 
away. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my 
spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is about.'

Newman knew the Gospel: of what the path of saintly– and therefore Christian – 
living looked like.
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He, as did all the saints, knew that the path of sanctification is the path that follows 
the way of the cross.

Jesus says ‘blessed are you who are hungry now, blessed are you weep now, 
blessed are you when people hate you.’

The Gospel teaches that the way of sorrow is the way of sanctification.

This is the way that the Saints in glory all followed. 

Theirs were lives of struggle and strife,

Of hardship and toil,

And yet they knew of the eternal glory that awaited them.

They knew that there is eternal meaning in the difficult circumstances they endured 
for the sake of the Kingdom of God.

They knew as St. Paul did that Christ has won the victory and ‘has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things.’

They knew the words of Paul in Ephesians: ‘with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance among the saints.’

In the midst of the hardship of their lives, God remained their focus, and in keeping 
their eyes fixed on the eternal glory, they found the strength to endure now.

How wonderful then to know that those saints who are still alive in God, are offering 
prayers and intercessions on our behalf. 

How wonderful to know that we do not struggle alone but are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses who cheer us on as we run with perseverance the race that is 
set before us.

And how wonderful it is that we have Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, our 
great high priest who has made it possible for us to share in the glory which the 
Saints now enjoy,

And how wonderful that in Jesus that glory has broken into the world now, a glory 
that is seen in those on the margins and the fringes, a glory that is revealed not in 
conquest or power but in love.
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As the lives of the saints time and again show, a love that is seen in the slum and the 
shanty,

The broken and the beaten.

A love that is above all seen when the Son of Man is enthroned upon the cross.

That is the vision the Saints had.

That is the vision that the saints on earth still hold to.

May we too be so be filled with such a vision of that Son of Man, that we may walk 
the way of holiness and achieve our final destination in that blessed homeland.

St. John the Evangelist and all the saints, pray for us.

Amen.


