
Mothering Sunday – 22/3/20
Colossians 3.12-17/John 19.25-27
In light of the Coronavirus

This is not the Mothering Sunday any of us expected.

Mothering Sunday was historically the day when people returned to their 
‘mother church’ to have a bit of breather in the middle of Lent,

A day to have a break and perhaps do things a bit differently.

Not being at church at all is probably not what was intended!

It’s since become a day when we give thanks to our mothers, to those 
who care for us and to give them gifts.

But if we’re honest: Mothering Sunday is one of those days that can be 
really difficult.

For those who have had difficult relationships with their mothers,

For those whose mothers are no longer alive,

For those would be mothers.

For those mothers who have lost children.

And perhaps especially today for those who want to be with their 
mothers but as a result of COVID-19 aren’t able to be.

So we need to go deeper into what today is all about.

And there is one line in the reading from Colossians that stands out:

In verse 14 Paul writes: ‘above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony.’

It’s such a beautiful image, and on today as mothering Sunday I picture 
the new mother, wrapping her arms around her newborn baby, ‘clothing’ 
the baby with her sheer, unadulterated love.

1



Mothering Sunday – 22/3/20
Colossians 3.12-17/John 19.25-27
In light of the Coronavirus

The fierce protection of a mother’s love,

The willingness to do anything.

The willingness to sacrifice herself for her child.

And suddenly, it’s not the mother I’m talking about: it’s God. 

God’s love embracing us and holding us,

A love that no matter how we stray will always be there reaching out.

A love, like the human mother, that leads him, in Jesus, to give over his 
life for his precious children.

That’s what mothering Sunday really reminds us of: the love of God that 
is like a mother’s love.

But of course, that love isn’t restricted gender or sex, it is a quality we all 
have within us and are all called to share.

In this time of uncertainty and fear, as more people are self-isolating and 
more people are finding themselves vulnerable, we have a particular 
calling to show God’s love to our neighbours.

To live out those small acts of kindness – whether that’s a smile to 
someone in the street where previously you may have not, or picking up 
the phone to a neighbour to see if they’re OK.

Clearly we need to be careful and always to ensure safeguarding and 
good hygiene practice,

But to show that we as the church are here and that we care is a core 
part of who we are.
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The Gospel reading shows that care and compassion: just before he 
dies, he widens again the understanding of what it means to be family. 
That family is not restricted to biology, being a ‘mother’ is not what 
gender you are: we are all called, by virtue of our baptisms, into the 
family of God and to show and reveal those mothering qualities.

As the local church family in Carrington we may not be able to share that 
fellowship and love with one another in a tangible way at the moment, 
but we are nevertheless united in prayer and fellowship by the Holy 
Spirit.

The Archbishops have made today a national day of prayer, and as such 
I’m calling on all of us at 7pm tonight, wherever we are, to be united in 
saying Psalm 23, a powerful statement of God’s protective love in and 
amidst the darkness.

As we continue to feel our way through these days and weeks ahead, 
may we all have a vision of that God who is both Father and Mother and 
who is constantly reaching out to us, clothing us with love and calling us 
to be one family, whether that’s physically, virtually or spiritually.

May God bless you all.

Amen.
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