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St. John’s Carrington 
Parish Eucharist 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Advent Sunday 
1st December 2019 

 
In Advent, we begin a time of waiting and watching: waiting for Christ’s birth  

and return and watching for the signs of the Kingdom. 
 

We light four Advent candles as a reminder of those who prepared the way for  
the coming of the Christ. Today, we focus on the Patriarchs: those Biblical  

fathers in faith. 
 

We welcome especially today Emmanuel, Giovanni and Chima as they are admitted 
to Holy Communion and receive the sacrament for the first time. 

 
Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church 

St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed and 
valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality. 

 
Whether this is your first time or whether you have been coming for years,  

we are delighted to welcome you. 
 
We prepare for worship by being still, recalling God’s presence with us. We have a 
foyer where greetings may be exchanged before entering the liturgical space, and 

we encourage you to use the time before the service in prayerful preparation. 
 

Gluten-free altar bread is available for those who need it and alchohol free wine. 
Please ask the priest at the distribution. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mass setting: Schubert in Eb 

 
The service is led by the Vicar, the Revd. James Pacey 
The preacher is Denis Tully, Church Army Evangelist 
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A prayer before the service begins:  
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We say together the words in bold print. We stand to sing. 
 
HYMN 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear, 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan's tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
3. O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
4. O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 
5. O come, Desire of nations, show 

Thy kingly reign on earth below 
Thou Corner-stone, uniting all. 
Restore the ruin of our fall. 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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THE GATHERING AND WELCOME 
! In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All and also with you. 
 
We remain standing as the priest introduces the service. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
We sing: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

cf. John 1.23 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

You will come in glory with salvation for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
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ABSOLUTION 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
Please remain standing as the priest introduces a period of silent prayer.  
 
THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING:   Isaiah 2.1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
 
    2 In days to come 
  the mountain where the Temple stands 
  will be the highest one of all, 
  towering above all the hills. 
  Many nations will come streaming to it, 
      3and their people will say, 
   “Let us go up the hill of the LORD, 
  to the Temple of Israel's God. 
   He will teach us what he wants us to do; 
   we will walk in the paths he has chosen. 
   For the LORD's teaching comes from Jerusalem; 
   from Zion he speaks to his people.” 
     4  He will settle disputes among great nations. 
  They will hammer their swords into ploughs 
  and their spears into pruning knives. 
  Nations will never again go to war, 
  never prepare for battle again. 
     5  Now, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light which the LORD gives us! 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 
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We remain seated for the psalm, standing and facing the Gospel as it is processed.  
PSALM 122 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Our feet are standing within your gates, 
O Jerusalem. 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
Jerusalem is built as a city, 
which is at unity with itself. 
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 
For there are the thrones of judgement, 
the thrones of the house of David. 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
may they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, 
and quietness within your towers. 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
For my family and companions’ sake. 
I will pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God. 
I will seek to do your good. 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, Word of the Father,  
calling us to life; Son of God who leads us to freedom:  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
you are the Word who leads us into light;  
you are the Word who brings us thorough the desert: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, Word of the Father,  
calling us to life; Son of God who leads us to freedom:  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
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The Lord be with you,  
All    And also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 24.36-44 
 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you, O Christ, for this your holy Gospel. 
 
After a prayer we sit for the sermon. 
 
THE SERMON 
After the sermon we stand to declare our faith of the Church. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
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This is the faith of the Church. 
All This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    
Amen. 

 
After, we kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All    Hear our prayer 
 
After the names of the departed have been read out: 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  
All    and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
The prayers may conclude with: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen 

 
Merciful Father,  

All    accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
ADMISSION TO COMMUNION 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, today we are welcoming Chima, Emmanuel and 
Giovanni to Holy Communion with us: 
 
As the community of St. John the Evangelist,  
we share the responsibility of encouraging them in their worship and of 
supporting them by our friendship, our example and our prayers.   
Will you help them to grow in faith and love? 

All We will. 
 

Chima, Emmanuel and Giovanni, do you wish to receive Holy Communion? 
All We do. 
  

As Chima, Emmanuel and Giovanni receive today the sacrament of the body 
and blood of Christ, let us pray that we may all know and reflect the love of 
Christ. 
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God of life, you invite us to eat at your table; 
may we know your love as we share your heavenly food, 
and shine with your light all the days of our life; 
through Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

We stand for the Peace. 
 
THE PEACE  

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

All and also with you. 
 
Chima, Emmanuel and Giovanni then say: 
 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
We greet one another with Christ’s Peace by offering each a hand in greeting saying 
"the peace of the Lord be always with you” and the reply “and also with you”. 
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN 
1. Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleyua!  Alleyua!  Alleyua! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

 
2. Every eye shall now behold him 

Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see. 

 
3. Those dear tokens of his passion 

Still his dazzling body bears; 
Cause of endless exultation 
To his ransomed worshippers; 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
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4. Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own; 
O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! 
Alleluya!  Come Lord, come. 

 
The gifts are received. 
 
We remain standing for the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer. The prayer is 
printed in full below if the responses are unfamiliar, although we encourage you to 
observe and prayerfully listen to the liturgy. 
 
PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 

All    Amen. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you  
All    And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and singing:  
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
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God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

We sit or kneel. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All    Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
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may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

All    we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus 
until you come in glory. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
All    Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Miserere nobis, miserere nobis, 
O Lamb of God, O Lamb of God, 
Donna nobis pacem. 

 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
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Those about to receive communion for the first time will receive in front of the altar. 
We then receive communion in a circle around the altar. All are very welcome.  
 
We remain in the circle until all have received though if standing for long periods is 
tricky, do feel free to return to your seat. 
 
If you would prefer a prayer of blessing, please do come up but keep your hands in 
front of you.  
 
During communion we sing the following: 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
1. From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

Entered our world, your glory veiled;  
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give your life that we might live. 
    This is our God, the Servant King, 
    He calls us now to follow him, 
   To bring our lives as a daily offering 
   Of worship to the Servant King. 

 
2.  There in the garden of tears, 

My heavy load he chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said 
   This is our God… 

 
3.  Come, see his hands and his feet, 

The scars that speak of sacrifice, 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered. 

     This is our God… 
 
4.  So let us learn how to serve, 

And in our lives enthrone him; 
Each other's needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we're serving. 

           This is our God… 
 
We hold a time of silent prayer. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service  
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
All    we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 
NOTICES including the handing over of the Posada.  
 
The following prayer is said: 
 
 Almighty God, 

As the incarnate Word journeyed from heaven to earth 
out of love for your creation, 
and as Mary and Joseph journeyed with the Christ child, 
so too do we pray that those who journey with the Posada 
may so catch a glimpse of your splendour, 
that their hearts and minds may be renewed by the same light  
we journey toward in these weeks of Advent. 
In the name of the Word incarnate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 
FINAL HYMN
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
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3. Born Thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4. By Thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

THE DISMISSAL 
AN ACCLAMATION 

With love and compassion, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

With judgement and mercy, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

In power and glory, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

In wisdom and truth, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

 
THE BLESSING 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
! the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 
 

As we await our coming Saviour,  
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Voluntary: Preludes on the tune “Veni, Veni, Emmanuel” 
Do stay for tea, coffee and a chat! 

___________ 
 

NOTICES 
James’ Parish Days 
This week will be Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Evensong 
Do join us for Evensong this evening at 6pm. 
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Date for the Diary – Beer and Carols, 10th December, 7pm 
Following the huge success last year, we will be having another Beer and Carols 
evening in the Gladstone. This will be a fun evening with singing, mince pies and 
beer (non-alcoholic drinks available!) Do come along! 
 
Thanks 
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped with the Advent Fair - whether on 
stalls and workshops, organising, performing, donating items, catering delivering 
posters and leaflets, attending to support the day and much more. 
It was a real community event with everyone coming together to make it a success. 
 
Election Welcomers 
We are once again serving as a polling station for the 12th December. It is always 
good to have folks from the St. John’s community serving as welcomers. If you are 
able to offer an hour, then do please sign up on the sheet at the back. 
 
Nativity Tickets are on sale 
As you know, we’re really excited as a church to be putting on The Carrington 
Nativity. There is a wonderful cast of folks from this church and the wider 
community and tickets are now on sale. Do get your tickets and please encourage 
someone who does not yet know of the story to join you.  
 
Christmas Services 
15th December, 10am – Christingle Eucharist 
20th/21st December, 7.30pm – Carrington Nativity 
22nd December, 6pm – Carol Service 
Christmas Eve, 3pm – Crib Service,      11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day, 10am - Eucharist 
 

Services & events this week 
Tuesday 3rd December 

9am 
12pm  

 
Morning Prayer 
Midday Prayer 

Wednesday 4th December 
9am 

10am 
 

12-2pm 

 
Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion  
followed by refreshments 

Carrington Community Café  
Thursday 5th December 

9.30am-11am 
 

Toddlers 
Saturday 7th December  

9am 
9.30am 

 
Morning Prayer 

Gardening morning in churchyard 
Sunday 8th December 

10am  
 

Parish Eucharist 
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Church Contacts 

 
MINISTRY TEAM 

Vicar 

 
 

Minister 

The Revd. James Pacey 
0115 779 9468 

revjamespacey@gmail.com 
(working days, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 

– this may need to be changed on occasion) 
Susi Artis                  

0115 910 3003 / 07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com 

Parish Assistant Rachael Pacey    07729 682294 
stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

Churchwardens Susi Artis           0115 910 3003   07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com  

Philip Glanfield   0115 9626826   07921 589 621 
philip.glanfield@me.com 

Deputy 
Churchwardens 

Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, John Glover, Ray Hotson 

Organist: Shaun Hooper 
Safeguarding 

Officer 
Jane Harwood 

safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com 
Caretaker Pete Chilvers:    07584 097 003 
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