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Trinity 4 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 
A far-right neo-Nazi was going down to Radford. Suddenly out of the dark 

appeared some robbers who left him for dead at the side of Asda in Hyson 

Green. A Vicar passed by and ignored him. A politician walked by and ignored 

him. But then a Muslim Iman went by, took him to the nearest treatment 

centre and paid for the night at the Savoy hotel. 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan should make us take a sharp intake of 
breath. 
 
With the original story, we’ve lost some of that, but I bet pouting it in our own 
terms meringue it that bit closer. 
 

Or how about: ‘an Irish Republican fell among thieves and an Ulster loyalist 

came and helped him.’ 

 

Or: ‘a gay man was attacked and robbed and a homophobic man came to his 

aid.’ 

 

Or even: ‘a Remainer fell among thieves and it was a Brexiteer who came to 

the rescue.’ 

 

Be honest with yourself for a moment: who is the person who comes to your 

rescue? Who is the enemy who bandages you? 

 

Even putting it in such shocking and contemporary ways though, we don’t quite 

get the true significance of Jesus’ teachings in the parable of the Good 

Samaritan. 

 

It’s  probably the most famous of the parables – only occurring in Luke’s 

Gospel. 

 

And it is certainly the most scandalous of them: it challenges suppositions, it 

challenges assumptions, it challenges the very essence of what it means to 

show love and welcome. 

 

 

Jesus is being challenged by a lawyer – a man who knows his scripture, who 

knows the legal precedents.  
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The lawyer wants to justify himself – he wants to make sure he inherits eternal 

life but only In so far as it fits into his terms. 

 

So, Jesus, not playing ball, responds by telling the story of a man who is 

attacked on the road to Jericho, 

 

A fiercely dangerous path. 

 

Jesus doesn’t say, but we assume this is a Jewish man. 

 

And then pass by a priest and a Levite, 

 

And not just pass by – but they cross to the other side of the road. 

 

It’s worse than just ignoring, it’s consciously going out of their way. 

 

Why do they do this? 

 

We can’t deny that they are religious men. They are a priest and a Levite, they 

must believe deeply in God. 

 

And so as good believers in God, they follow the Law which states that to 

touch anyone dead would make them ritually unclean. 

 

But then they don’t know that this person is dead, and even if he were, the 

Law would also dictate that they bury the body. 

 

 

 

Maybe then they are afraid of being taken out of their own comfortable place. 

 

Maybe they are afraid that to look for help might derail them from their well 

considered, thought out path. 

 

 

So instead of actually doing something, they stick to what they know to be 

correct and to right. 

 

They stick to the familiar and the comfortable. 

 

They stick to the Law, their understanding of God’s revelation.  



Trinity 4, Year C, St. John’s Carrington 
14

th
/7/19 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan/Colossians 1.1-14 
 

 

 

But in doing so they’ve missed something absolutely essential. 

 

It is as Tom Wright says “they preserved their purity at the cost of their 

obedience to God’s law of love.” 

 

But then comes a man who seemingly gets it. 

 

And not just any man, but a Samaritan. 

 

A group in society devalued, railed against, hated with a blind hatred. 

 

 

There are very clear boundaries in the First Century of which social groups, 

which ethnic groups are allowed to mix. 

 

 

Jews and Samaritans do not mix. 

 

Change the word Samaritan to Palestinian and perhaps we get a fresh sense if 

how scandalous this is.  

 

And even if this man on the road isn’t Jewish, to the lawyer listening to Jesus 

the idea of a Samaritan helping is utterly scandalous. 

 

 

 

And the Samaritan doesn’t just help, he goes out of his way to help. His entire 

journey changes, he is out of pocket. 

 

He demonstrates a love that is far beyond a token gesture. 

 

In showing the faithfulness of this Samaritan, Jesus has taken the lawyer’s 

question about the boundaries of neighbourliness and turned it into a 

statement about the essential nature of neighbourliness. 

 

For Jesus, neighbourliness is not a question of ethnicity, or gender, or sexuality 

or class or race. 

 

Neighbourliness is beyond all that. 
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Neighbourliness is the outworking of the same kindness, generosity and love 

that is at the heart of the Godhead. 

 

This is a love that sets aside personal disposition and personal desires, 

 

It is a love that welcomes the true stranger without any pre-concept or 

requirements. 

 

This is a love that has smashed from heaven into earth and will be revealed 

fully when Jesus Christ is enthroned upon the cross. 

 

 

This right here, is the Gospel. We either follow that or we don’t. 

 

That’s the question Jesus is really asking the lawyer when he says ‘which of 

these three was a neighbour?’ 

 

He’s really asking him ‘do you really want to follow God?’ 

 

 

And on the one hand, we might say the lawyer doesn’t want to: 

 

He doesn’t seem able to name the Samaritan: he says the one who showed 

him mercy–  

 

perhaps his prejudice is so great that he can’t even utter his name. 

 

And yet, he has made a significant step: though he doesn’t name the Samaritan, 

he has at least recognised the virtue, the kindness and the good in what he has 

done. 

 

In spite of his social conditioning, he has at leas identified him as neighbour.  

 

 

 

The lawyer has taken a significant step this day and we should not 

underestimate the achievement made by him.  

 

In beginning to recognise that it was the Samaritan who showed unconditional 

love and hospitality to the injured man, 

 

He has in some way begun to grasp the true nature of eternal life. 
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He has a ways to go – and to be rid of his prejudices will require huge self-

sacrifice, huge time spent with the God who his scriptures point the way of, 

 

But nevertheless that day, the Kingdom of God has come near to him in his 

journey. 

 

 

 

And on that idea of journey; what if we change that literal man on the literal 

walk to Jericho, and make it more metaphorical. 

 

What if instead of the dangerous road to Jericho, we imagine it as the 

dangerous and fraught pathway of life? 

 

And what if instead of a human being journeying on the road, we imagine it is 

our Church? 

 

 

Who of the people on this pathway are we called to be like? 

 

Who do you want to be like? 

 

We might want to be like the Samaritan, offering compassion, transcending any 

boundary. 

 

But are we really like the priest or the Levite? 

 

In our hearts, have we made the journey to the other side of the road? 

 

 

 

We believe we are a welcoming church: the Good Samaritan parable shows us 

what true Kingdom welcome looks like: 

 

that to share in the eternal life of Jesus is not about following rules, or laws, or 

correct practices or social niceties 

 

We may love God with all our hearts, but if that doesn’t translate into the 

sheer unrelenting, unbridled love of neighbour shown by this Samaritan, then 

simply we are not heirs to the Kingdom of God. 
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We have not yet truly grasped that eternity of life. 

 

And that is the key thing: the Good Samaritan is not just a moral teaching: ‘be 

nice to those around you’ (though wouldn’t that be something?) 

 

 

Never make the mistake of thinking that Jesus is simply teaching a moral 

lesson, 

 

Never make the mistake of thinking that Jesus is simply a moral teacher. 

 

St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians starkly rebukes that: 

 

Verse 13: “The Father has rescued us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us into the Kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’ 

 

In saving us, Christ has brought us into His Kingdom of eternal life. 

 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is all about that Kingdom,  

 

it is all about eternity: 

 

It is a not about following a way of life, it is about a way to life. 

 

That to share in that scandalous, counter-cultural, counter-self welcome and 

love that the Samaritan does is itself what the Kingdom is. 

 

It is what Jesus is. 

 

 

 

And it is what we should be. 

 

Because we share in the inheritance of the saints in light, as Paul says in verse 

12. 

 

The Law may be good:  

 

Our rules may be good. 
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Our way of conducting ourselves in worship or in life may be good  

 

but if we haven’t demonstrated in our welcome and willingness to embrace the 

stranger and the enemy, 

 

Not on our terms or their terms, but on no terms, 

 

On the free unconditional acceptance. 

 

If we aren’t willing to participate in the same grace that we have received, then 

we can’t truly say we are heirs to that eternal life, that life in all its fullness that 

Jesus has brought. 

 

 

 

And my question for you – and for me – is simple: is this the life you want? 

 

As Jesus says to the lawyer: ‘who was the one who showed neighbourliness?’ 

 

“Am I the one you want to follow?’ 

 

Is this Jesus the one we want to follow? 

 

Amen. 

 
 


