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There’s a new advert for one of the major banks, 

It shows various couples having a problem talking to each other, 

We’re meant to think it’s something within their marriage, 

Maybe the issue of children, 

Or infidelity. 

But as the ad goes on, it becomes clear that the void between them, 

The elephant in the room is money. 

It’s a very British advert. 

When you go round for dinner with someone there are certain subjects 
we kind of know to avoid: 

Politics,  

Religion  

And money. 

And then we get the two readings for today. 

And we realise as Christians we can’t not talk about money. 

As a church, we can’t not talk about money. 

The two readings are strong, and actually quite devastating. 

They’re devastating to those of us who read it who have some money in 
the bank. 

They’re devastating to me as a Vicar, living in a house given by the 
diocese that is really far too big for us. 
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And they’re devastating to a country that has the world’s sixth biggest 
economy and yet has seen a 73% increase in food bank usage. 

Hang on, what’s that?  

Politics, religion and money – all spoken about in 1 minute!  

But these are readings we like to forget, 

Let’s be honest, they are readings we like to somewhat skim over, 

But we can’t do that.  

They’re readings that bring us up short. 

And for me, well they make me take a sharp intake of breath and think. 
‘Yup. I’ve still got a long way to go in my discipleship.’ 

Let’s look at them. 

Firstly, Amos chapter 8. 

Amos is one of the twelve minor prophets. 

And like all the Biblical prophets, we need to try and move away from this 
idea that prophecy is a prediction for the future like some sort of ancient 
Mystic Meg, 

It’s less that and more social commentary. 

And I think that’s especially true for Amos. Above all he is focused on 
social justice. 

Social justice runs through his prophecy like words through a stick of 
rock. 
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Amos’ message can be boiled down to this: love of God must lead to a 
love of justice. 
  

And as is clear in these verses, justice is not taking place. 

There’s a massive divide between the rich and the poor of his day. 

The rich are wallowing in their own extravagance, 

they trample over the poor and needy and take advantage of them: 

verse 5 speaks of the ephah which was a measure for grain. 

Making it small is to intentionally deprive the poor of justice and equality. 

It makes you wonder doesn’t what Amos would say today to the 
massively wealthy receiving massive bonuses? 

What would he say to the credit lenders who charge 1000% interest 
rates? 

To the rich of his own day, Amos calls to repentance. 

He is demanding repentance from an Israel that has failed to love God 
and instead has loved money. 

God is not totally ignored by Israel.  

Israel says it loves God, it does all the ritual and the religions. 

But it’s just lip service. 

God doesn’t want that;  

: in chapter 5 he says: ‘I hate, I despise your festivals.’ 

True religion is not the practical act, it’s the change of heart, of sharing in 
that saving life in all its fullness that we explored last week. 
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Israel’s religious acts is not of the heart, 

And its religion has not translated to justice and love of neighbour. 

Israel has put money where God should be. 

I saw on social media yesterday a video in New York of someone buying 
the brand new iphone – people in and outside the shop were applauding 
him as he came out. 

The 21st century world has put money where God should be. 

And so with that in mind, let’s turn to the Gospel reading 

It’s a tough one. 

Where on earth do we begin with? 

It’s one of the most difficult of all the parables. 

Last week, we had the wonderful story of the returning son, 

Repentant and met by his grace filled father. 

But this week, we meet the dishonest manager: a man who has 
squandered his superior’s wealth, is told he will be fired and who then 
tries essentially to buy his way into the good books of his friends so that 
when he loses his job, he will have somewhere to go. 

He’s shrewd, but really, this isn’t a man I look at, and think of as a 
virtuous example of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 

But then: who of us is? 
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I keep asking myself: why would Jesus use such a ghastly man as an 
example of what it means to be a Christian? 

And there are a huge number of interpretations. 

But the way I read in when I was preparing this sermon is very much in 
line with Amos. 

And it’s an interpretation that I think perhaps is lost when we simply see 
it as words on a page. 

We know Jesus is a skilled orator, 

He uses words and rhetoric powerfully, 

And so I wonder if Jesus is actually being deeply ironic, 

Sarcastic even. 

I wonder if Jesus is not actually commending the manager, 

Rather, he is actually criticising and lamenting a society where the 
correct understanding of money has become so twisted that the blatant 
dishonesty of the manager was not only overlooked, but actually praised, 
even by the victims. 

Just like Amos before him, I wonder if Jesus is criticising a nation that 
has lost sight of God. 

A nation that has allowed money to become the golden calf. 

The point Jesus is making is simple:  

Verse 13: we cannot serve God and wealth. 

There is a reason Paul says to Timothy that love of money is the root of 
all evil. 
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Now I’m not saying we shouldn’t have money, or shouldn’t treat 
ourselves. 

If money becomes the driving force in our lives, then we have sinned and 
like Israel have replaced God with money. 

And in so doing we will have failed in our Christian responsibility to enact 
the social justice that is so important to Amos. 

Time and time and time again Jesus demonstrates God’s heart for the 
poor. 

Yes God loves us all, yes that hope of salvation and that gift of grace is 
there for all, 

But God has a special place for the downtrodden and the destitute. 

There are so many in our world – in this church – who struggle with 
finances.  

Who look at their bank balance with fear. 

Today’s readings compel the worldwide church to be prophetic, 

To speak out against our money loving culture that continues to oppress 
the poor and needy. 

For us in St. John’s it compels us to prayerfully reflect on how we 
properly use our financial resources to further God’s Kingdom. 

At PCC we spoke at length about recruiting a Children and Families’ 
Worker, 

Someone who can work with children and families and identify their 
needs, and share the Gospel with them. 

To do that, we need to pay them and we will be looking at ways we as a 
church can fund a part time salary for one year. 
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We have been prayerfully reflecting on how we use our money, 

Which charities we support.  

And the readings compel us to examine our own lives. 

To prayerfully reflect on how we spend, and where we spend. 

Do we look the other way rather than enquiring too deeply into where 
those pension funds invest our money?  

Do we buy cheaply, not enquiring too deeply into the conditions of 
production of those clothes, or the animal welfare standard of those 
farms? 

But what do the readings say to you? 

In your soul, what is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 

Maybe the Holy Spirit wants us to stop being quite so British, and to talk 
more openly about our money, about where it goes. 

And about how we use it for the glory of God. 

As Jesus tries to tell us again and again: there is only one path to 
salvation – and it’s certainly not money. 

So let us pray. 

Heavenly Father,  
Help us to put our minds and hearts solely on you. 
Help us to resist the idolatry of wealth, 
And that in service and love of you, our lives may be focused on serving 
and loving our neighbour, 
In the model of the Good Shepherd, your son Christ our lord. 
Amen.


