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St. John’s Carrington 
Eucharist on Christmas Morning 

 
This morning we celebrate the wonderful mystery of God’s dwelling among us  
in the fullness of humanity. Through word, praise and sacrament we tell of the 

wonderful story of the God incarnate in the manger. 
 

Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church 
St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed and 

valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality. 
 

Whether this is your first time or whether you have been coming for years,  
we are delighted to welcome you. 

 
We prepare for worship by being still, recalling God’s presence with us. We have a 
foyer where greetings may be exchanged before entering the liturgical space, and 

we encourage you to use the time before the service in prayerful preparation. 
 

Gluten-free altar bread is available for those who need it and alchohol free wine. 
Please ask the priest at the distribution. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mass setting: ‘Mass of the Bread of Life’ – Margaret Rizza 

The service is led by The Revd James Pacey.  

A prayer before the service begins:  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We say together the words in bold print. We stand to sing. 
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CAROL 

1. Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King,  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled.  
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies;  
With th’angelic host proclaim,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King.  
 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold him come,  
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:  
Hail, the incarnate Deity,  
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark, the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King.  

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace: 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness. 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Hark, the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

 
THE GATHERING AND WELCOME 

Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, day in night 
Heaven in earth and God in man. 

 
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 
brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth.  
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All and also with you. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth:  
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy.  

All Lord, have mercy.  
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Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:  
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy.  

All Christ, have mercy.  
 
 Spirit of love, 

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:  
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of His Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA 
Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;  
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;  
peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth.   
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer, receive our prayer, receive our prayer.  
 
You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory, the glory, the glory of God the Father.   
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen, Amen. 

 
Please remain standing as the priest introduces a period of silent prayer.  
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THE COLLECT 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration  
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 

 
 Lord Jesus Christ,  

your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder  
at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING:   Isaiah 9.2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
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We stand for the Carol, turning to face the Gospel as it is processed.  

 

THE GRADUAL CAROL 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground,                 
the angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around 
 

2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled minds: 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind, 
 

3. "To you in David's town this day 
Is born of David's line 
The Saviour who is Christ the Lord 
And this shall be the sign.” 

 
4. "The heavenly Babe you there shall find 

To human view displayed 
And meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
And in a manger laid." 

 
5. Thus spake the seraph and forthwith 

Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 

 
6. "All glory be to God on high 

and to the earth be peace; 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin and never cease!" 
 

All Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,  
 

I bring you news of great joy;  
This day a Saviour has been to us, Jesus Christ the Lord!" 

All Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,  
 
The Lord be with you,  

All    And also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
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THE GOSPEL:  Luke 2.1-14 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours! 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you, O Christ, for this your holy Gospel. 
 
After a prayer we sit for the sermon. 
 

THE SERMON 

After the sermon we stand to declare the faith of the Church using the Creed. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
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and makes Christ known in the world? 
All We believe and trust in him. 

 
This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 
After, we kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

The following response may be used: 
 

Christ, the light of the world, 
All    Shine in our hearts. 
 
After the names of the departed have been read out: 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  
All    and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
The prayers may conclude with: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
Merciful Father,  

All    accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

We stand for the Peace. 
THE PEACE  

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
          Isaiah 9.6 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with Christ’s Peace by offering each a hand in greeting saying 
"the peace of the Lord be always with you” and the reply “and also with you”. 
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THE OFFERTORY HYMN 

1. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature 
sing. 
 

2. 
Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns!  
Let men their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 
and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of His righteousness 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, 

and wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
We remain standing for the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer.  
 
PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Word made flesh, life of the world,  
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you  
All    And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because, in the incarnation of the Word, 
a new light has dawned upon the world; 
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you have become one with us 
that we might become one with you in your glorious kingdom. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of pow’r and God of might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
Hosanna, hosanna,  
hosanna in the highest; 
hosanna, hosanna,  
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, 
blessed is he who comes in the name, 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna,  
hosanna in the highest; 
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
We sit or kneel. 

 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
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made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

All Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Rejoicing in God’s presence among us,  
let us pray with confidence as He has taught us: 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world.  

All God here among us, light in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life. 
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AGNUS DEI 

Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God Jesus, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
All Lord, give us this bread always. 
 

We receive communion in a circle around the altar. All are very welcome. We 
remain in the circle until all have received though if standing for long periods is 
tricky, do feel free to return to your seat. 
 
If you would prefer a prayer of blessing, please do come up but keep your hands in 
front of you.  During communion, we sing: 
 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for His bed 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 

 
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the night sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there. 

--- 

1.  Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
nowells ringing, tidings bringing; 
Christ the babe is Lord of all; 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
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2.  Flocks were sleeping,  

shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new; 
saw the glory, heard the story – 
tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you; 
Christ the babe was born for you! 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
All    Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  
 

We stand for the Blessing and Dismissal. 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.  
 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

All Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
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FINAL CAROL

1.  O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
Come and behold him 
Born, the King of angels: 
         O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
2.  God of God, 

Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb.  
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
     O come, let us adore him, 
     O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 
     Christ the Lord. 

 
3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:  
Glory to God in the highest:  
         O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

  
4.  Yea, Lord we greet thee! 
  Born this happy morning, 
  Jesu, to thee be glory given. 
  Word of the Father,  
  now in flesh appearing  

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
Voluntary: Preludes on the tune “Personnet Hodie” 

 
A very Merry Christmas to you!  
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You would always be welcome at any of our services. 

___________ 
 

Services this week 
 

Sunday 28th December  
10am 

 
Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 31st December 
12pm 

 
Midday Prayer 

Please note: there will be no midweek Eucharist this week. 
 
 
 
 

Church Contacts 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Vicar 

 
 

Minister 

The Revd. James Pacey 
0115 779 9468 

revjamespacey@gmail.com 
(working days, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 

– this may need to be changed on occasion) 
Susi Artis                  

0115 910 3003 / 07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com 

Parish Assistant Rachael Pacey    07729 682294 
stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

Churchwardens Susi Artis           0115 910 3003   07903 115327 
se.artis@ntlworld.com  

Philip Glanfield   0115 9626826   07921 589 621 
philip.glanfield@me.com 

Deputy 
Churchwardens 

Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, John Glover, Ray Hotson 

Organist: Shaun Hooper 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Jane Harwood 
safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com 

Caretaker Pete Chilvers:    07584 097 003 
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