
19th July 2020 
St. John’s Carrington 
Trinity 6: Genesis 28.10-19, Luke 9.28-36

“Jacob woke from his sleep and said ‘surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.’ 

In the name of the + Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

What a powerful and evocaRve reading for today as we resume public worship. 

There are mixed emoRons. 

On the one hand it is wonderful to be back in our church building, it is a delight for me to look out 
and see not empty chairs but people. 

On the other, there is sadness. Too many of our friends are absent, completely understandably 
choosing to keep away for the Rme being. 

We are of course united: whether in person, or online, we are one congregaRon. 

Yet we feel dispersed. 

Many churches have decided to not resume services. 

AWer all, lockdown has shown us that, like Jacob at Bethel, the Lord has even been in the wi-fi in the 
online churches of Facebook and Zoom. 

So is it necessary to return to a physical building?  

When there is so much energy, money and Rme spent on the upkeep of church buildings, hasn’t 
lockdown shown another way? 

It’s a valid point, and yet I think we miss something. 

There is a human compulsion to house ourselves and the divine. 

From the pitching of the Tent in the Wilderness, to the building of the temple, to the disciples 
wanRng to construct tents to contain the great mystery in today’s reading of the TransfiguraRon. 

As long as human beings exist, they will create buildings. 

Our building, the space where we worship is a huge part of our idenRty. 

The liturgical scholar Mark Earey suggests two approaches to understanding what it means to be 
church: there is the Gathering Place model – the idea that the building is just a space for the people 
to gather to worship. 
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The other is the Temple model: that the building itself has value, that these stones are in some way 
symbolic in their spoinRng to God. 

Of course, both models are true and valid, though in our tradiRon we would broadly subscribe to the 
Temple model: we believe that the place itself is important 

It is not only the place where worship and liturgy happens, it is itself liturgical: 

The building points the way to God and in the Eucharist God is uniquely present,. 

It is the difference between space and place: 

Space is generic, open, abstract.  

Place is personal, imbued with meaning and significance. 

The theologian Helen Oppenheimer wrote that ‘churches are not nearer to God or more excellent: 
they are frac4ons, set apart to represent the truth that all 4me and space are God’s.’ 

Our church serves as a beacon of the hope found in that God, a witness to the one who we gather to 
worship. 

The church buildings are the place that have been infused with the prayers of the faithful: walk into a 
church building and we immediately sense the liminal, the thinness of the space. 

This place of rock and stone is where we live out our corporate calling, 

And where, when we have had fallouts and disagreements, when we even struggle to believe in the 
Lord himself, it is the building that houses and homes us, gently calling us home. 

Our church buildings are a powerful and visual sign of God’s promise to Jacob and so to us: ‘I will not 
leave you.’ 

And as a God who is at work in maber, it is enRrely right that we should use maber  - rock and stone 
- as the place where we gather as his children to give him his glory. 

And it is lovely to begin to return to it. 

And yet, the church as temple is only part of the story.  

Our space is sacred because of the meaning that has been imbued over years and decades, yes, 

But it is only imbued of that meaning because of the one whom we gather to worship, the one who 
is revealed in glory on the mountain top. 

Jesus Christ who, St. Paul writes in his leber to the Colossians, the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell. 
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The TransfiguraRon is confirmaRon that sacredness is not to be found in a single place, but in a 
person. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. 

And whenever we sense the sacred on earth, ulRmately we are having our eyes liWed heavenward to 
Jesus Christ. 

The sacred space then is a witness to the incarnaRon, to the TransfiguraRon where God’s glory dwells 
in Jesus Christ. 

And yet: lockdown has given us a Rmely reminder been that Christ conRnues to be incarnate in the 
most unexpected of places.  

By his incarnaRon and by the work of the Spirit, Christ has been in our homes, he has been in the live 
streams, he has been in the ICUS, the schools and the dining tables of fraught parents suddenly 
finding themselves becoming teachers. 

These have been transfigured places, hosts to Jesus Christ, made sacred by his presence.  

Lockdown has reminded us that the enRrety of the world is an opportunity for an encounter with the 
divine. 

The Spirit moves where the Spirit moves, and that despite our best efforts, we cannot contain the 
divine. 

Because the sacred, above all is found in the lives of the gathered: the church. 

We are walking sacred places because we have been called into the fellowship of Christ. 

We are the living stones, we are the church. 

We are the ones whom the Holy Spirit resides in. 

That is true in the sacred place of our church building where we gather, 

And in the sacred place of our homes where we gather and in the whole of our lives. 

Whether we are physically united, or united by the power of broadband we are ulRmately united 
because we are bearing witness to the one in whom sacredness walks, whose glory shone out on the 
mountain top.  

Or whether you are discovering that truly God is there in your homes, 

May we, the scabered congregaRon of St. John’s, resuming public worship today, conRnue to 
discover the truth of Jacob’s realisaRon that ‘truly God is there and we did not know it’  
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And find strength and certainty in the same words that God ubered to Jacob: ‘know that I am with 
you.’ 


