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St. John’s Carrington 
Parish Eucharist  

 
The Epiphany 
January 3rd 2021 

 
Meaning ‘manifestation’, Epiphany commemorates the visitation of the Magi to the 

manger, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. 
 

Welcome on behalf of the community of St. John’s Church 
St. John’s seeks to be an inclusive church community where all are welcomed 

and valued, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality. 
 

This is a very unusual time for the Church where, once again, we can’t 
physically be with one another and though the Eucharist will be offered for us 

all from inside the church. 
 

As ever, wherever we are, as the Body of Christ and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit we are united in fellowship with one another and with the whole 

company of heaven. As such, whether you are reading this on your own or 
following along on the live-stream we are delighted to welcome you. 

 
1 As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold, 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led to thee. 
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2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 to that lowly manger-bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 
 him whom heaven and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
 at that manger rude and bare, 
 so may we with holy joy, 
 pure and free from sin's alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, 
 Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 
 
4 Holy Jesu, every day 
 keep us in the narrow way, 
 and, when earthly things are past, 
 bring our ransomed souls at last 
 where they need no star to guide, 
 where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
5 In the heavenly country bright 
 need they no created light; 
 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
 thou its sun which goes not down; 
 there for ever may we sing 
 alleluias to our King. 

 
THE GATHERING AND WELCOME 

! In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

 
The Lord be with you. 

All and also with you. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
          cf. Titus 2.11-14 
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God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 
THE GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us;   
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT 

O God, who by the leading of a star 
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manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please be seated. 
 
THE FIRST READING:   Ephesians 3.1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given to me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church 
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal 
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access 
to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand for the Gospel. 
 
THE GOSPEL 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
We have seen his star in the east,  
and have come with gifts to worship the Lord.  

All Alleluia. 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 
I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
All    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All    Hear our prayer 
 
After the names of the departed have been read out: 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  
All    and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
The prayers may conclude with: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 

All    Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
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Merciful Father,  
All    accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
THE PEACE  

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

All and also with you. 
 
We share a socially distanced sign of peace.  
 
We stand for the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer.  
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
but hearts and voices raised in praise 
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 

All    Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you  

All    And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
All    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
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And now we give you thanks 
for, by the leading of a star, 
you have revealed your only Son to the world, 
that in following him we are led from darkness into his marvellous light. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As we await our coming Saviour,  
let us pray with confidence as He has taught us: 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All    Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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The liturgy for spiritual communion: 
In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church,  
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated,  
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  
I present to you my soul and body with the wish  
that they may always be united to you.  
And since I can not now receive you in this sacrament,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.  
Let nothing ever separate you from me.  
May I live and die in your love. Amen. 
 

We receive communion in one kind. If you would like to receive the sacrament, please 
strand or hold your hand out if standing is difficult. If you would prefer a prayer of 
blessing, please indicate by keeping your hands lowered and your head bowed. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

NOTICES   
 

Almighty God, 
All    We give you thanks and praise for our life together. 

Fill us all Good Lord, with your Spirit of Love 
and as you have fed us with the bread of heaven, 
so make us one in hearts and mind,  
in Jesus Christ our lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE CHALK 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord 
All Who made heaven and earth. 
 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in. 
All From this time forth and for evermore. 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 

 
Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to 
your people; and grant that through the invocation of your most Holy Name 
all who use it in faith to write upon the doors of their homes the names of 
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your saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body and 
protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit their home; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

THE BLESSING 
Christ our Lord, 
to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, 
reveal to you his glory and pour upon you the riches of his grace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
! the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.  
 

As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
 The Kings  
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star: 
 O star of wonder, star of night,  
 star with royal beauty bright,  
 westward leading, still proceeding,  
 guide us to thy perfect light.  
 
 Melchior  
2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 
 gold I bring, to crown him again- 
 King for ever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign: 
 Chorus  
 
 Caspar  
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh: 
 prayer and praising, all men raising, 
 worship him, God most high: 
 Chorus  
 
 Balthazar  
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
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 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
 Chorus  
 
 All  
5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
 King and God, and sacrifice! 
 heaven sings alleluia, 
 alleluia the earth replies: 
 Chorus  
 
 

Coffee will take place on Zoom at 11.30am. 
___________ 

NOTICES 
 

Thanks 
A huge thanks to everyone who helped over Christmas: to flower arranger,  
readers, intercessors, stewards, musicians, wardens and anyone else I’ve no doubt 
missed off. Despite the unusual times, Christmas was a beautiful occasion when we 
welcomed several people who were new to our church. 
 
Blessing of the chalk 
An old catholic tradition involves the blessing of homes on the Feast of Epiphany. It 
is an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our work and play, our joys and sorrows. A traditional way of 
doing this is to use chalk blessed during the Epiphany liturgy and write above the 
home’s entryway, 21 + C + M + B + 21. The letters C, M, B have two meanings. 
They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, 
“May Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs represent the cross and 2021 is the 
year.  
 
There will be some blessed chalk available from the Vicarage porch, or else do chal 
your own doorway with any you have at home. 
 
As you chalk your lintel, you may wish to use the following prayer: 
 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home 
with the gladness of your presence. 
Bless it and all who live or visit here 
with the gift of your love; and grant that 
we may show your love to each other 
and all whose lives we touch. 
Lord Jesus Christ, be with us now and for ever. Amen. 
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James’ Parish Days 
This week will be Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Food Bank 
A huge thank you to Susi for leading the steer on our Food Bank. The current plan is  
for it to run every Wednesday between 11am and 1pm. There currently is no 
referral system, so people just need to turn up. Do help us spread the word! 
 

Services and events this week 
This evening 

7pm 
 

Vestry Hour 
Monday 4th January 

6pm 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 
Tuesday 5th January 

10am 
 

Live-streamed Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 6th January 

10am 
11am 
6pm 

 
Live-streamed midweek Eucharist 

Zoom coffee 
Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Thursday 7th January 
10am 

 
‘Live-streamed Morning Prayer 

Friday 8th January 
6pm 

 
Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Sunday 10th January 
10.00 

 
11.30am 

 
Parish Eucharist  

(also live streamed) 
Zoom coffee 

 
Church Contacts 

MINISTRY TEAM 
Vicar 

 
 
 

Associate Priest 
 
 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

 
Church Army 

Evangelist 
 
 

Children & 

 
The Revd. James Pacey 

0115 779 9468 
revjamespacey@gmail.com 

 
David Jones 

urbanrover@googlemail.com 
 

Susi Artis                  
0115 910 3003 / 07903 115327 

se.artis@ntlworld.com 
 

Denis Tully 
denistully@gmail.com 

 
Lindy Jones 

lindyadel@hotmail.co.uk 
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Families’ Worker 
Parish Assistant Currently vacant: please contact Susi Artis 
Churchwardens Susi Artis           0115 910 3003   07903 115327 

se.artis@ntlworld.com  
 

Asela Premachandra    
asela.stjohnscarrington@gmail.com 

Deputy wardens  Cynthia Hoggett, Carol Lewis, Ray Hotson 
Organist Shaun Hooper 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Jane Harwood 
safeguardingstjohnscarrington@gmail.com 

Caretaker Pete Chilvers:    07584 097 003 
 

stjohnschurchcarrington          St_JohnsChurch1 
Email: stjohnscarringtonchurch@gmail.com 

 

www.stjohnscarrington.org.uk 

Charity commission registration number: 1132333 
 

CCLI Music Copyright Ref: 32840 
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